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Law Council of Australia 

Consultative Status:  Special 

Reporting Period:  2020-2023  

 

Introduction 

1. The Law Council of Australia (LCA) is the national representative body of Australia’s 
legal profession. Its Constituent Bodies are the 16 state and territory law societies 
and bar associations and Law Firms Australia. The LCA advises governments, 
courts and federal agencies on the improvement of the law and justice system for 
the benefit of the community. It also represents Australia’s legal profession 
internationally, and maintains relationships with national, regional and global legal 
professional associations. 
 

Aims and purposes of the organization 

2. The LCA’s objectives include to: 

(a) promote and defend the rule of law in the public interest; 

(b) be the national peak body for lawyers on national and international issues in 
furthering the betterment of law in the public interest; 

(c) represent its Constituent Bodies in all matters involving uniformity of State 
Laws, reform of Federal Law and legal practice in Federal Courts; and 

(d) promote the administration of justice and the development and improvement 
of law throughout the Commonwealth. 
 

Significant changes in the organization 

3. From 1 July 2023, the LCA hosts the Secretariat of the Law Association of Asia and 
the Pacific (LAWASIA), which also holds ECOSOC Special Consultative Status. The 
LCA’s support for LAWASIA is limited to providing corporate services, including 
finance and human resources support. LAWASIA retains complete institutional 
independence, existing governance arrangements (including an elected President 
and Executive Committee) and its own Secretariat staff.  
 

Contribution of the organization to the work of the United Nations  

4. The LCA seeks to ensure that government legislation, policy and practice complies 
with Australia’s international obligations and adheres to broader international human 
rights standards. Relevant activities include:  

• Advocating for Australia to adopt a statutory Federal Human Rights Charter to 
enhance legal protection of human rights at the Commonwealth level; 

• Advocacy regarding Australia’s implementation of the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention Against Torture; 

• Provided a submission on the application of the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in Australia; 

https://lawasia.asn.au/
https://lawasia.asn.au/
https://lawcouncil.au/publicassets/c517fdbd-9a28-eb11-9436-005056be13b5/Law%20Council%20of%20Australia%20-%20Federal%20Human%20Rights%20Charter.pdf
https://lawcouncil.au/publicassets/fbfd761e-43fe-ec11-945c-005056be13b5/2022%2006%2024%20-%20S%20-%20Inquiry%20into%20the%20Application%20of%20the%20UNDRIP%20in%20Australia.pdf
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• Revised its Policy Statement on the Death Penalty; 

• Published an addendum to its Policy on raising the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility; 

• Adopted an in-principle position supporting the proposed International 
Convention on the Rights of Older Persons; and 

• Adopted a Climate Change Policy outlining the legal implications of climate 
change and principles for the development of law and policy. 
 

Participation in meetings of the United Nations  

5. The LCA actively participates in Human Rights Council sessions, and presented 15 
oral statements on thematic and country-specific human rights issues that relate to 
human rights in the context of the legal system, judicial independence, and the free 
and independent exercise of the legal profession. The full list of statements is 
available at: https://lawcouncil.au/media/speeches/united-nations-human-rights-
council-statements. 

6. The LCA also participated in:  

• a webinar on the United Nations Guidelines for Lawyers in Support of 
Peaceful Assemblies with the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Assembly 
and Association (25 February 2022);  

• a meeting with the Special Rapporteur on the Independence of Judges and 
Lawyers (14 December 2023). 
 

Cooperation with United Nations Bodies 

7. The LCA provided a stakeholder submission to the Universal Periodic Review of 
Australia (3rd Cycle). This submission was referenced extensively in the Summary 
of Stakeholders’ submissions (A/HRC/WG.6/37/AUS/3). 
 

Initiatives taken in support of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

8. The LCA supports the realisation of Goal 16 by contributing to the development of 
legislation and policy in Australia, promoting good governance and effective and 
accountable institutions, and advocacy to improve access to justice for all 
Australians. 

9. Relevant activities include:  

• Advocating for adequate funding for legal assistance in Australia, including 
legal aid, community legal centres, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander-
specific services; 

• Advocating for inclusive, Indigenous-led solutions to close the gap in life 
outcomes between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians; 

• Activities to promote gender equality, diversity and inclusion within Australia’s 
legal profession and judiciary, and eliminate discrimination, pay disparity, and 
sexual harassment in the profession and across Australian workplaces 
including in the development of Australia’s legislative response; 

https://lawcouncil.au/publicassets/ffd693d9-e527-ec11-9442-005056be13b5/2021%2010%2007%20-%20PS%20-%20Policy%20Statement%20on%20the%20Death%20Penalty.pdf
https://lawcouncil.au/publicassets/6fdc725a-60f7-ec11-945c-005056be13b5/Position%20Paper%20-%20Responses%20to%20children%20under%20the%20MACR.pdf
https://lawcouncil.au/publicassets/20fb2a76-c61f-ea11-9403-005056be13b5/AMA%20and%20LCA%20Policy%20Statement%20on%20Minimum%20Age%20of%20Criminal%20Responsibility.pdf
https://lawcouncilaustralia.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/PolicyDivision/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B56E86AA4-F333-4611-8D4B-E4071CBEF6A1%7D&file=20%2004%2023%20-%20BPE%20-%20Proposed%20Convention%20on%20the%20Rights%20of%20Older%20Persons_FINAL.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://lawcouncil.au/publicassets/4cc8f2e4-375d-ec11-9445-005056be13b5/2021%2011%2027%20-%20P%20-%20Climate%20Change%20Policy.pdf
https://lawcouncil.au/media/speeches/united-nations-human-rights-council-statements
https://lawcouncil.au/media/speeches/united-nations-human-rights-council-statements
https://lawcouncil.au/media/news/webinar-discussion-on-the-united-nations-guidelines-for-lawyers-in-support-of-peaceful-assemblies
https://lawcouncil.au/publicassets/d847ece9-78c1-ea11-9434-005056be13b5/3843%20-%20UPR%20Australia%20%203rd%20Cycle.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g20/280/42/pdf/g2028042.pdf?token=8yeQ06iYZYD3Nu3Ica&fe=true
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• Contributing to the development of Australia’s legislative response to climate 
change; 

• As Secretariat of the South Pacific Lawyers’ Association, supporting the 
development of independent legal professional associations, improving access 
to legal education and professional development, and promoting the rule of 
law and access to justice in the Pacific; 

• Advocating for funding for PacLII, which provides free access to legal 
materials for 20 Pacific Island jurisdictions; and 

• Activities to defend and promote the rule of law internationally through 
engagement with counterpart independent legal professional associations and 
international (including regional) fora. 

https://www.southpacificlawyers.org/
http://www.paclii.org/
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